CHAPTER XII

THE  CLOSE  OF  THE   WAR

WHILE the American people were concentrating
their attention upon the blockade of Santiago near
their own shores, the situation in the distant is-
lands of the Pacific was rapidly becoming acute.
All through June, Dewey had been maintaining
himself, with superb nerve, in Manila Harbor, in
the midst of uncertain neutrals. A couple of
unwieldy United States monitors were moving
slowly to his assistance from the one side, while a
superior Spanish fleet was approaching from the
other. On the 26th of June, the Spanish Admiral
Camara had reached Port Said, but he was not en-
tirely happy. Several of his vessels proved to be
in that ineffective condition which was character-
istic of the Spanish Navy. The Egyptian author-
ities refused him permission to refit his ships or to
coal, and the American consul had with foresight
bought up much of the coal which the Spanish
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